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How the Memory of the
Great Poet and Dramatist
Will Be Honored By All

Nations On April 23rd--
the Ter-Centenary of His

Death.
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HAKESPEARE, perhaps the
grentest dramatist of all time,
has been honored every thent-
rleal senson In every large com-
mercial center of the English speak-
ing races for a century or more. Tho
interest in his great works has grown
and his genius more widely and more
genuinely appreclated. As the three
hundredth anniversary of his death
appronched it was planned to accen-
tuate his place In the great histrionic
nrt by having a speclal celebration of
his name by special productions of
his plays In every part of the world.
Hut the war of the European powers
has Interfered with this plan and in
consequence the celebration will be
restricted In its extent, and it is feared
much less eclaborate and enthusinstic
in the manner In which It will be
done.
Sl In Ger y.
Celebrations of his supposed birth-
day have been held in both England
and Germany for the past quarter of a
century, for Germany knows his
works quite as well as England. The

will also send a wreath to his grave |the literary idol, for his soul is in
German stage has treated him far|birthplace, where young girls dressed | pears’s plays. The site of *“New |"The Ely House" portrait, n moro | portralt nor mask has been proven to|nl Siraiford-on-Avon. mon's hearts,”
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London or New York,

In England the ter-centenary cele-
bration will not be as elaborate as It
would have been in times of pence,
but the memory of the dramatist will
not be neglected. Outdoor perform-
ances of such plays as “Mid-summer
Night's Dream” and “As You Like Tt"
will be given for the benefit of the
wounded soldiers. At one or two of
the beautiful country estates where
these men are quartered thero will be
pageants showing the most notable
characters of Bhakespearna's plays. In
London the clubs will celebrate, while
at the schools appropriate entertaln-
ments will be glven,

Celebration at Stratford.
The natlonnl colebration will

|

lcome to wander about the birthplace

I
1

be | well
held at Stratford-on-Avon, the poet's|flowers and trees mentioned In Shakes-

more reverently than the theatros In|to represent Shakespeare's heroines
Englgnd or in America, and the Ger- | will dance around the Gower monu-
man people have ten times more op- men
portunity to see the masterpleces of in honor of the bard.
Bhakespears than have the people of | Ay,

t—that splendld momorial set up
Btratford-on-
on has for years been the mocea
of the Intellectunl of all lunds who

of the man whose writings have Lieen
transiated Into every known language.
It 1s 0 well known fact that more of
his productions have been printed
than any othor book In the world ex-
cepling the Bible. Tho average num-
ber of persons who pasa through the
door of Shnkespeare's birthplace every
year is thirty thousand, one-fourth of
whom are Americans. The old house
has been restored as far as possible
and now belongs to the English Gov-
ernment. The poet was born in a

small room facing the street which is

the real show place of the house, al-
though the kitchen and cellar are also
preserved. In the garden are

7= z"a?aara CAFrcos
Dorlmailor Shekespesre

2op 22 Ehe w&fgyl
BOITCTREIE CRIOTY, LOrICDr? S
[r u " ‘l] [ FOLTIET LI Sre
| ! . Clock 7omer s
SETE o, Ee Cr L

O T2 AR s ST D

rluco." where the poet died; is also

marked, as Is Tudor House which was
restored by Miss Marle Corelll,
noted writer.

Trinlty Church, where the bard is
buried, Is charmingly situated amid
trees on the banks of the Avon. The
poet's grave inside the church Is cov-
ered with a marble slab and above it
is the bust by Gerard Johnson, exg-
cuted soon after SBhnkespeare's death,
and accepted by tho children of the
Intter ns an excellent portralt. Near-
by is & window representing the Soven
Aw=s, which was erected with the con-
tributions of Amerlean visitors. The
Shakespeare Memorinl Bullding con-
tains o theatre in which the annual
memorial porformance s held, n 1=
brary of rare volumes of Shakes-
peare's works and a pleture gallery
contalning the famous Droeshout por-
trait of the poet. Tho man who made
this pleture was Martin Droeshout, n
Flemish engraver, who was still in hls
boyhood when Shakesppeare died, and
1t is doubtful whether ho ever saw the
poet and the portrnlt was probably
engraved from a painting which was
recently brought to light at Stratford.
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plersing plcture, hangs in the hlrlh-r
place. 1t wons formerly tho prn:wrt:.'.
of a Bishop of Ely and wns painted |
in the seventeenth century,

Nearby s the magnificent statue
presonted to the town of Sirntford In
1888 by the sculptor Lord Ronald
Gower. Tho top I8 surmounted by n

colossal figure of the poot, and around
the base are figures of Lady Maobheth
| (represonting Tragedy), Prince Hal
| (Mistory), Falstaff (Comedy) and
| Hamlet (Philosophy). There Ia also n
|fountain and clock tower presented to
the town in 1887 by nn Amerienn whose
name does not appenr on the gift,
Charlecote, the scone of the ponching
incldent which started the poot on
{his journey to London, |s n few milos
away, ns Is the cottnge where the poot
courted his wife, Anne Hathawnay.

The monument to Shakespoare in
the Poet's Corner In Westminster Ab-
bey was placed thera by popular sub-
soription In 1741, Tt i nearly alwnys
wreathed In flowors. In tho Natlonal
Portralt Gallery In London hangs the
fumous Chandos portrait of SBhakes-
peare. It.shows Important variations
from the portrait bust owned hy the
Gurrick Club and the Droeshout en-
graving, and was probably painted not
meny years after the poot's death
from descriptions furnished by his
friends. "The Zoust poriralt eamo to
lHght In 1785, and several others, such
as the Janson portruit and the Falion
portralt, all show variations from the
Droeshout pleture—so, after all, we
can only imagine what manner of
man the Bard of Avon was In ap-
pearance. Thero Is also n denth mask
which resembles a portralt owned by
the Keaselstadt family, but nelther
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Honored in Denmark, Franco and
Ttaly.

Denmark, Hnmlot's land, has hon-
ored Bhnkespears by a splendid ma-
morial showing thoe poet seated In n
lnrge stone chalr, The fgure I8 both
c¢olossal anid dignified, It stands In
Copenhagon and iz the work of L. Has-
seirfle. Thore will be an elaborate
presentation of Iamlet In that city
In honor of the ter-centenary annl-
versary.

In Franca the psople are holding a
serien of lectures on the nrt of Shakes-
pearo, and In Paris they are espocially
well attended. Literary olubs are
planning banquets with readings from
Mnachoth, Hamlet and Jullus Caesar,
In the rural distriots the school chil-
dren will give o saries of pageants. At
Bordeaux thoy will present ono or two
plnys with elaborats staging.

In Ttaly several of the operas In-
spired by Shakespeara's works will be
produced, " Gounod's “Romeo and Ju-
Hotto” will be given with an all-star
casto, while “Otallo” and “Falstan"
will nlso bo sung, Itallan admirers of
Shakespenrs will have a banqguet.

In Holland the Shokespeare Club
will colebrata the day by o dinner and
readings from some of his plays. Thoy

Even in far away Japan there will
be an outdoor performance of "As
| You Like It" glven In Japanese. All
|of the Bhakespenro plays have besn
tranalated into the Japanesa langunge
|and have becomo the basis of the
dramn course In the schools, At Toklo,
Yokahoma and Kioto a Shakespears
play will ba given by native nctors.

Groentest Celebrations Here.

For moro than ten years the Shakes-
peara mocioties of our country have
been preparing for the ter-centenary.
Thelr colebration wjll not and on April
twonty-third, ns we shall likely haye
elaborate Hhakespearean productions
throughout the year. Already we have
beon treated to a notable production
of Macheth nnd The Merry Wives of
Windwor by Amerloan players, and
Honry the Eighth with Sir Herbert
Tree ns Cardinal Woolsey, Perhaps
the greatost of all the celebrations will
be thoss hold by the public school
children everywhers from the Atlantia
fo tho Pacifio, More than fifty thou-
sand schools hnve speoial  programs
arrangod for the weok in which thd ©
anniversary occurs. They range from
n simplo reading of a play to the
most elabornte pageant.

Thero arp several statues erected In
memory of the poet In this country,
tho finest one being on the Mall In
Central Park, New York City. This
Is ono of tho bast works of John Q. As =
Ward, It will be wreathed in flowers *
on_Annivarsary Day. by el

After three hundred years the 1
greatness of Bhakespeare is fully rec- =
ognized, men and women of all
tions aro proud to do him homage,
and in the language of one of our
noted writers, “one cannot congelve
of any futura state of olvilization
where he will not relgn supreme as
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ASketch of the Life of the |

Bard of Avon, and of His|
Rise to the Highest Place|
IntheWorld’s Literature. |

Copyright, 1016, by The International |
Syndicate. |

HE day of Shakespeare's birth |
eannot be exnctly ascertalned, |
The Inscription on his monu- |
|of his age.
| school of the village and was studious,

ment says he died on April 23rd,
1616, 1n the fifty-third year of his
age.  Tradition, has fixed the same
fate as his birthday,

He was the son of John and Mary
Arden Shakespeare, who lived on Hen-
ley street in the little English town
of Btratford-on-Avon. Their home
Was a poor one, and the room In which
the great poet was born was noorly
furnished, its walls were white-washed
and its celling consisted of uncovered
rafters,

After .a time unprosperous times
came to the Shakespeare family and
the father tried varlous ways of mak-
ing a living, such as denling in corn
and timber, and finally opening o
butcher shop. Willlam was the third
child. His early life was passed like
the village boys of that age, and his-
tory does not record an act which
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He attended the public

learning Greek and Litin. One of his
bfographers describes him as a “chest-
nut-haired, fair, brown-eyed boy, good
humored nnd ever ready to walt upon
his parents.” Owing to the financial
reverses of his father young Willlam
was forced to leave school at the age
of fifteen and assist his father in the
butcher shop. Aubrey In his blog-
raphy asserts that the lad often as-
sisted in the killing of the sheep and
calves offered for sale. The father
was compe]led to mortgage his prop-
Taxes were unpald and finally
|the property went under the hammer,
The young man then became a clerk
In an attorney's office, and how well
he spent his time there {5 exhibited In
his remarkable knowledge of law ns

would set him apart fr@m other Inds

shown In his writings,

Married at Eighteen.
. At the nge of cighteen he married
Anne Hathoway, one of tho daughters
of a farmer of Bhottery, a little yil-
lage within a mile of Stratford. This
lady was elght years his senior, Three
children came of the unlon, two of
whom survived their father. The
ing players frequently came to the vil-
lage and the young man took an active
interest in thelr performances and
soon came tof know the old English
comedies and also the “stage business”
of the performers. He often wished
to go to London, but with a family
dependent upon his slender purse It
was next to impossible for him to
leave his work even for a fow days.
A poaching expedition, however, set-
tled the matter. It seems that he went
with some others on a poaching trip
1o the deer park at Charcote and was
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recognized and about to be arrested.
In revenge he made a ballade on the
owner which caused that gentleman
to redouble his persecution of youn
Shakespeare to subh an extent that
the young man was obliged to leave
that part of the country or to spend
some time in jall ns the laws against
poaching at that time wero severs, He
|left his family at Warwickshire and
started for London, the Iand of op-
portunity which hls genius demanded.
G to London,

On reaching the city he found him-
self practically penniless and for n
time he eked out a llving by holding
the horses of gentlemen outside the
theatre. BSomeo timo later ho seems
to have found somo of his strolling
player friends who helpad him to ob-
tnin work in a printing establinhment.
But this did not satisfy his ambition,
and through his acquaintance with
James Burbage he mnnzged to got a
part on the singe. Quecen Elizabeth
loved the play and was an enthusi-
astic patron of the player. Little
wooden theatres began to spring up
in various parts of London and were
crowded to thelr capncity. Bhakes-
peare, although he continued to act
upon the stage untll a few years be-
fore his death, never attained very
much prominence as a player,

In 1693 his Nrst work appeared In
the shape of a narrative poem, “‘Venus
and Adonls,” dedicated to the Earl of
Bouthampton, the poet's patron and
friend. ‘Lucrece” followed a year

Inter and was dedicated to the same

Svakeoy ST T A O OSE IR
delore @een Elrzalel o

4

Téhe Flr f7ovse

Dol mzsl of

V I
Shmesoezre
L7 oo Teaolol?
o e Zpuslees
o’ lhe focls
Bl plrce T

ST EL D,

nobleman.
First Play.

It Is not certain at what date
Shakespoure's carcer as a dramatic au-
thor begun, as his earliest dramatic
exercise seems Lo have been whipplng
Into shape for the siage plays which
were out of date, It ia genernlly con-
ceded that “Love’s Labor Lost" was
his first origingl play and after that
he turned out plays rapidly.

In 1696, after an nbsence of ten
yoars, he returned to Stratford and
purchased valuable lands and ossisted
his father in rebullding his fortuns.
About this time Hamnet, the only son
of the poet, died. After John Shakes-
peare, his father, had received mate-
rial ald he set about to obtain a coat
of arms, The son was now a rising
author In favor at Court and the fa-
ther began to search the family tree
for ancestors who had done good
service for the Crown., After awhile
he discovered that onp of his forefa-
thers had dona service for King Henry
the Beventh, and the crest was forth-
coming. Two years laler the post
was styled “gentleman' in a legal doc-
ument. L

Loved His Birthplace.

The poet loved his hirthplace and
frequently visited the village where he
had now become a man of importance,
in fact so important that his neigh-
bors began to ask him for loans, some
of which aro still unpald, Unlike
most men of. artistic temperament, he
was g falrly good business man, o
shrewd bargalner and a tax dodger of
the keenest type, for he actually

ing mait liquor for his private use.
His wife's debts he left unpaid and
was careless about his own. He was
continually in litigation with some-
body.

Aubrey, who was his earliest blog-
rapher, declares that he was “a hand-
some, well shapedl man, modest and
amiable and otherwise gentlemanly."
From 1696 until his death he Alvided
his time between London and Btrat-
ford, coming to the latter place to rest
and perhapn to get atmosphere for his
work, for In “The Merry Wives of
Windsor'” and the “Taming of the
Bhrew" his references to the part of
the country in which he spent his boy-
hood days are unmistakable. “As You
Like It,” too, is a play of pastoral
lovers, the heroine of which Shakes-
peare his made one of the most en-
chanting women of literature.

A Favorito at Court.

Ho was frequently called to Court
in referance to new plays and thore ia
a tradition that Queen Elizabeth was
so delighted with the humor of Fal-
staff in “Henry IV." that she com-
manded Bhakespears to continue the
story and show Falstaff in love, and
“The Merry Wives of Windsor” was
written. Bo eager was the Queen to

century. Bhortly after the accessiol
of James 1 he showed favor to »
eral actors, among whom was 81
peare, and when “Othello™ was
sented he nsked that others be i
“Macheth'" wos completed In
and |ts Ecottlsh backgrpund
the suggestion of King James,
Lear was his next work, and in/
the dramatist mounted to the subll
est helghts of dramatie ersatio
plays followed in quick.lunaodq
Bhakespeare's fame spread over
known world. i
Retired at Forty-seven,
He left London and return
Stratford in 1811 with an amb
become & country g

see the play that she commanded the | was

poet to have it ready in fourteen days.
Her request was fulfilled, but many
Shakespearean scholars declare that
on account, of its belng Ao hurriedly
written the humor of Falstaff Indks
the spontanelty and freshness of the
Falstaff of “Henry IV." :

His ““Merchant of Venice” was writ-
ten when the Jew was contemptible in
the mind of Western Europe, whera he

was regarded as the personification of |
Toflay the tragic figure of|.

grood, :
Shylock s one of tho most command-
ing characters in dramatic art. 3
Tho early years of the seventesnth
century were stormy ones for the
poet and he was now In the mood
for turning out tragedies. “Julius
Caesar' was written during the clos-'
ing years of Elizabeth's relgn, and
“Corfolanus’ was finished shortly after
her ‘death. *“Hamlet" followed, and
1s sald to be taken from a folk tale

evaded the restrictions against brew-

of Northern Europe of the fifteenth

]
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Stratford, shortly befo
death, Early'in 1616
a dratt)of his will prepared
he 2igned In March. |
that he died on April'23rdi 161
feavour' after "a mearry

Stratford - with. his ol .

Johnson and the, post
ok, uaiikaly, that




